Since it is the fashion now-a days for everyone, be he large or small, to have his ideas concerning the practice of dentistry aired in some publication, I trust that the readers of The Journal will allow me to offer them something which has not, heretofore, been much discussed; indeed I have been able to find but the slightest reference to it in the text-books on dentistry, and a pretty thorough search With reference to the use of tin and gold in combination for filling teeth, I am of the opinion that if either of these metals are used honestly and thoroughly the result will be the same, that is to 6ay, the tooth will be saved and its color will be better iif the metals are used separately. I venture to hint that after the lapse of sufiijsient time?say three years, the combination fillings of tin and gold will begin to flake and become depressed on the grinding surface of the teeth, and the proximal surfaces turn quite black, which in both cases would be calamitous.
In conclusion it will not be presumptuous, I hope, to remark that the dentist who wishes to serve his patients best, will use his own judgment in the selection of materials for filling, and his own method for accomplishing the desired end, and at the same time not permit pecuniary considerations to come between him and the salvation of a tooth, remembering that it is better to save one tooth for useful service, than to miserably fail in saving a dozen teeth by following the advice or wishes of a patient, thereby confessing your want of firmness and want of judgment.?Missouri Dental Journal.
